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Fall Baseball at MCPB: Twins Tryouts:For those

tion: Holy Cow!!!! Seems
like the summer season
just got started and we are
already talking about fall

leagues, the 2012 summer tang and Bronco division

5  registrations and 2012

LQY LJ St aSR inhouseyldyRrdzyilid flso
that we will again have a  want to be considered for
kid pitch Pinto fall division the Twins teams, be sure
along with the usual Mus- to be watching for com-
munications about the

FlL £t S 3dzSa Pwinsin@uofs tHatfwal 2

Twins tryouts. Please read happy to announce we will take place in August.

6  the newsletter closely as
there are fliers and articles
7 that will communicate on
the summer 2012 registra-
8  tions that will again begin
in July. Remember that
9  current PONY players reg-
istering in July guarantees
a spot in the league for
next year. Once we open
registration to general
public on August? its
first come first served.

10

11

12

again have a High School
fall league. Because of
conflicts with Junior High
baseball played in the fall,
we do not hold a Pony
division fall league. The
fall leagues start Sunday
August 14th Concluding
on October & (8 weeks)
with no games on Labor
Day weekend. Allgames 2 gy o0 i1 The COLT
will be played on Sunday

IR ey

'.
) h (ages
1:00 PM. Fall league regis-g 10), and the SHE('FI?AND
trations will also take '

I in Jul division (ages 5/ 6) did
place in July. not quite fill this year.

Over all we are happy with
the 2011 summer num-
bers, but we have room to
improve for next year.

This year the PALOMINO
division (ages 17 to 19),
the PONY division (ages
13/ 14), the BRONCO divi-
sion (ages 11/ 12), and
the PINTO division (ages

| hope all are having a fun
filled baseball season!

See you at the Shira Com-
plex!

Dave Blume
President
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THE MIRACLE LEAGUE O F CENTRAL ILLINOIS

The Miracle League of Central llli- cle League this season. For more
y2A4 A& LX I @Ay3 A infordatién e theMirack!l a 2
the Shetland Field at the Shira League, please vigitira-

Baseball Complex during June. cleleagueci.conor call 4514500.

The purpose of The Miracle League
is to make dreams come true for
children with special needs by pro-
viding an opportunity for children
with disabilities to play baseball.

McLean County Pony Baseball is
proud to be involved with the Mira-

Every child deserves the chance to playbaseball!

SHETLAND DIVISION  (acEs 5 AND UNDER)

The Shetland Division has 12 teams with players learning the game of

baseball. They play 3 innings using a tee . Dressed in jerseys of Major

League Baseball teams, they get to emulate their favorite players. Some

al e GKS Yz2aid SEOAGAY3 LIXLeée Ay ol asSolft A& | GNRLX ST
Shetland as he tries to score on a Home Run.

CORNBELTBASEBALL.COM

LT &2dzQNB | 0 I audadirtetviews Witlzisevd y RThe website is always

have not already discovered eral league administrators. changing with new articles
cornbeltbaseball.com and links appearing daily, so

please visit the onetop Cornbeltbaseball.com is a @2dzQft ¢l yld G2 OK
shop for everything baseball great site to get the latest often.

in BloomingtonNormal and baseball news regarding

the surrounding area. local professional, college If you would like to provide

and high school teams, area  division updates to the site
The site does a great job of  residents playing elsewhere, as a volunteer reporter,

. ) promoting events and re- equipment, fields and much, please contact Jack Warren
Everything baseball in porting news regarding much more. at
and around Bloomington- McLean County Pony Base- jack@cornbeltbaseball.com

Normal, lllinois. ball, including photos and


http://www.miracleleagueci.com
http://www.miracleleagueci.com
http://www.cornbeltbaseball.com
mailto:Jack@cornbeltbaseball.com

PAGE 3
VOLUME 2011 ISSUE 2

PINTO DIVISION (aces 8 AND UNDER)
LQff adGF NI Yeée y2ikad@Enameathalddn Morrisor- 3 be eligible for Mustang next year

THANK YOU to all the coaches, par- ville, IL in July. In previous years, will be eligible for the league. In
ents and players who have made our teams have done very well in general, we will utilize rules similar
GKA&a aStazy | adzOiS@uinamest, afd-basld oh Q @ S to those used in Mustang as an op-
spent a lot of time at the field the gKIFIG LQ@S aSSy i K poNdity fodplayes to Rrapdeé fior
last couple weeks especially, and |  they will be successful this year as  next yearc here are some high-

am truly amazed at how smoothly well. What a great opportunity for lights:

the league is running kids are these kids to have fun and com-

1 8 games held on Sundays start-

having fun, a ton of teaching is plete aF a high level, yvhlle at the_z ing in midAugust
happening, and fans are very en- same time representing MCPB in a :
di " MV iob itive liaht. Good luck 1 One practice per week
gage_d mtathpo& |ver\1/vayk.) y job as ;/ery p?5| ive light. Good luc 1 Progressive rules including ad-
gr(:st e 2'5 yegarx is ie[l ?zng eam;. & QK1 vancing on overthrows and wild
ac y y %am aPéo pleéi'sgd touanno%ée that pitches, infield fly, etc.
but all of you!!! But please keep me : . .
honest. If h n NGemS o we will again have a fafilayer 1 All players will be encouraged
fo debs ' K >;ou ?c\i/? a ytc?] cer 'tS © pitchleague at the Pinto level. Fall to pitch at least once
Eie ?C I’ WO; 6%/9,[?[ fea d league signups will be available at 1 6innings, 5 run maximum per
2leVe.L OISO USIID I SLle e Lo registration time, but please pass inning

m. the word onto your teammates and

LQY OSNE SEOAGSR fiielkds as welle AltibégB Potyipar-S
this newsletter is published, we will  ticipants will have first priority, we
have announced our Pinto Twins would anticipate being able to ac- Steve Olson

teams. Again this year, MCPB will  cept players from other organiza- Pinto Division President
sent three Pinto teams to compete  tions as well. Any players who will

If you have any questions about the
league please contact me.

2011 FUNDRAISING

Thank you to following people who helped at the product pick up on April 16, 2011
or making phone calls the week prior to remind people to qupkheir products:

Scott Beal Scott Taylor
Don Robinson Braxton Taylor
Jeff Scott Chandler Taylor

Teresa Reinhardt Sarah Filosa

Luke Filosa
Fundraising Coordinator


mailto:steve.t.olson.g3m6@statefarm.com
mailto:steve.t.olson.g3m6@statefarm.com
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SPONSORS
Thank you to the sponsors of McLean Co PONY Baseball
A Shining Star Learning Center Extra InningdBloomington/Normal Philip CanfFarmers Insurance
| @ yaGAQa LGt ALY RrSt&admedziStatg Bank Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 99
Barker Chevrolet FS Custom Turf QikN-EZ
Big Daddys Dawgs Fulton Remodeling wSIFRQ&a {LBR2NIAYy3 D2
Bloomington Normal Fence Co. FW Boland Plumbing Rick McLeatstate Farm
Bloomington Police Unit 21 Gill St Sports Restaurant Ron RulyState Farm
.22 . 22Q4a 51 ¢3K2 dfr&at American w2aldaQa tATTI
Bowers Orthodontic Specialists Grieder Sod and Landscaping { KSNXIyYyQa | 2YSg2N]
Buffalo Wild Wings Heartland Bank and Trust Shoe Carnival
Cargill Holmes Dental Associates {GSLIKSYyQa ! dzi2z Df I
Carl S Martin Post 635 Normal Ideal Environmental Engineering Steve PeterseCountry Financial
Carle Clinic w2SQa {GFGA2Y | 2 dzah® Greak Didplay Co
Carpets Plus Colortile YStfeQa .1 SNE I yRieNdmfaSComBel@rs
CEFCU [ SYIyQa [/ KS@e |/ A { &he Roofing De§wansons Roofing
Chicago Style Pizzeria Longhorn Smokehouse & Concrete
/| KAfedQa 5NEglff [ 26S5SQa | 2YS L YLINE BewaRyHjerpe CPAs
Clay Dooley Manpower Van Gundy Insurance
/| £ dzoQa | K2A0S Masters Brothers Verizon Wireless
Corn Belt Energy MC Sports VFW Post 454
Creative Kitchens & Baths McLean Co Asphalt & Concrete 2 SYR2 QA
Cross Implement Merrill Lynch Wilber Law
Dairy Queen Michael A Pauley DMD WM Putnam
Dennison FordBMW-Toyota Mid-State Transmission Workout Co-Parisi Speed School
5A01Qa {LE2NIAYy3 DRch{ReiPawn Wylder Corwin Kelly LLP
5WQa tFAYyGAYy3d 3 wHogageSenkicgdll LLC Ziebart Superstore
Doud Builders Original Smith Printing
El Toro Mexican Restaurant OSF Medical Group Surgical Center

McLean Co PONY Baseball is proud to be involved with these businesses.
For more information about sponsoring PONY Baseball please call 662PONY (7669)

Q)¢
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PONY DIVISION

Well, the 2011 baseball season is now
winding down and teams will be get-
ting ready for the Pony {Alouse Tour-
nament. The Tournament will start on
Sunday July #4and go through the
week. We will have a double elimina-
tion format.

Our schedule this year allowed us an
opportunity to play some double head-
ers. | thought this was a good opportu-
nity for players and coaches and | hope
you enjoyed the experience. Our
schedule also allowed us to make up
some rain out dates which we would
normally not have during the season.
Thank you to players, coaches and par-
ents for your flexibility.

For those of you that will be entering

MUSTANG DIVISION

25Q@S KIR 2YS
to a season that | can remem-
ber! Unfortunately, there have
been a few of teams significantly
impacted with rainouts.Those

teams will have a couple of make

up games scheduled towards the
end of the regular season, so please
check with your coach and the-on
line schedule.

27T

June 11 marked the beginning of
the more advanced basstealing
phase, including straight steals and
stealing of home The Mustang
season is typically broken into two
phases to allow the players time to
adjust to the more advanced phase,
and it brings a new element of ex-

(AGES 14 AND UNDER)

High School next year we are offering a
High School Fall League that will start
August 14 and conclude on October
9". These games will be played as
R2dz20f S KSI RSNH
1:00pm. This will allow you the experi-
ence to play on the big field and pre-
pare you for High School baseball in
the spring. Registration will be during
our annual July registration process,
which will be posted around the com-
plex and on the website.

It has been my pleasure to meet par-
ents, coaches and players, and hope
that you all enjoyed some great base-
ball that was played. | want to thank
parents for their participation in mak-
ing our league successful. | want to

(AGES 10 AND UNDER)

ditkngent to $hé ga®esli & G | NI
The Mustang season officially ends
on July 31, at the conclusion of the
in-house tournament.The tourna-
ment schedule can be found at:
Mustang TournamentEach team

will participate in a round robin pod
play, with the winners of the pods
facing each other until the culmina-
tion of the overall champion.

Awards will be given to the NL
champs, AL champs, and the overall
champion!

| have received some feedback from
coaches and parents, from both the
in-house and Twins teams perspec-
tives. MCPB certainly appreciates
your comments to ensure we con-
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thank the coaches who have put a
great deal of time and energy making
sure your player had a great playing
experience and of course | want to

2y | thayikXte playdrs whd ItHedght plaedt

very well this year.

Steve Platt
Pony Division President

finue to build on the outstanding
program we havePlease send
your constructive feedback to

mus-
tang _div_president@mcponybaseb
all.com

A big thank you to the coaches,
parents and players for making the
2011 season memorable and won-
derful!

Brian Everett
2011 Mustang Division President

Bill Jones
John Harris
2011 Mustang Division VPs


http://bwt62.home.comcast.net/~bwt62/MCPB/Mustang_Tournament/ls34.htm
mailto:mustang_div_president@mcponybaseball.com
mailto:mustang_div_president@mcponybaseball.com
mailto:mustang_div_president@mcponybaseball.com

THE DUGOUT

Scorekeeper Tables

Girl Scouts Michaela Baumgardner
and Tori Petrillo donated three
scorekeeper tables to McLean

Award project.Michaela and Tori

are in Troop 1203 and were assisted

by cabinetmaker Mr. Eisenmann in
the project which took them
approximately 32 1/2 hours to
complete. The tables are located
behind the backstops at the
Mustang, Pony and Colt

fields. Michaela's brother Ben is
currently playing in the

league. Thank you, ladies!

FROM THE FIELDS

Wet spring! Wow, but

needed. Last summer and fall was
one for the record books as far as
being hard on grassThe cool wet
spring has caused many more rain-
outs than we would like, however it
has allowed our fields to almost
fully recover which will provide a
much greater long term benefit.

We have a new grounds crew at
PONY this year and things seem to
be settling in very wellThis is a
group of guys with a lot of baseball
knowledge and care for the way a
ball field plays.We will see some
tremendous longerm benefits

from having this group out

there. We still encourage coaches
and parents to chip in as much as
possible in helping with the

fields. The more volunteer help we
receive, the more our grounds
crew can focus on improvements
than dayto-day maintenance.

Men's Senior League
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Flag Pole Tribute Patio

The Twin City Men's Senior Baseball Bricks in the new Flag Pole Tribute

League will begin its 12th season at

Patio at the Shira Baseball Complex

the Pony Fields on Saturday, August can be permanently inscribed in
County PONY Baseball as their Silver6. The league is for players over the recognition of players, coaches or

age of 30, although many are over
40 or even 50!It is organized,
recreational baseball with wood bats
for guys who still want to play
hardball. The league is a place
where a corporate lawyer can get a
hit off a former professional

pitcher. Games are played on
Saturdays through October 1&ost
is $160, includes a shirt, cap and
socks.For more information please
check with Brian Thede anytime you
are at the Pony Fields or at
mcponybaseball.com.

One thing | have noticed is some
issues around rakingPlease only
rake parallel to the grass/dirt lines
and not perpendicular to

them. Raking perpendicular causes
a pretty significant grade change (it
may see minor to you)After 230+
games per field, the little things
make the difference No other
complex in Central lllinois can say
they host nearly this many
games.The grass/dirt lines are the
most important part of an entire
ball field because that is where it
becomes dangerous if a lip

forms. We need to continually fo-
cus on using a broom in the grass
to move any dirt that has migrated
into the grass back into the infield,
this will significantly help with any
lips. The grade between the grass
and dirt should not change at all.

We have ordered a new infield mix
material which will be installed this
august on the Bronco fieldVe are

teams who have contributed to the
success of McLean County PONY
Baseball for a $100 donation.

McLean Co. PONY Baseball Inc. is a
nonprofit charitable organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Coddsenerally,
donations to a nonprofit charitable
organization are tax

deductible. Please consult your tax
advisor regarding the deductibility of
your contribution to McLean Co.
PONY Baseball.

Please see Brian Thede anytime you
are at the ballpark for more
information on purchasing an
inscribed brick.

very excited to see how this new
material performs.This | the first
time at PONY we have gone with a
professional grade of infield mate-
rial in many yearsThis new mate-
rial will help with the quality and
safety of play as well as help pre-
vent rainouts and help with the
dust. If we find this material suc-
cessful on Bronco, we will look to
add it to the other fields over the
next couple of years.Only 3 play-
ers on the field stand on grass at
any given time, so we are going to
really focus on where the game is
played, and that is on the dirt.

Please let me know if there are any
guestions or notice anything that
needs to be addressed

As alwaysTHANK YOU!

Andy Ommen
Head Groundskeeper
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UMPIRES

This year we again held our Umpire Clinic at the PONY 4
Complex at 1:00 PM on April 3, 2011. Over the years at
dance has grown incredibly, and this year was no excepf
we had a record number of attendees! We had 5 experi
enced umpires as trainers with almost 100 years of officig
ing experience. Our thanks to the presenters, Ken Stude
baker, Kevin Mallehan, Brad Thede, and Dave Myers. (I
#5) These gentlemen do this voluntarily, and they did an [
excellent job. They were impressed with how enthusiast
0 KS 7Fdzii dzZNB dzY LA NB &

02 SNBR
young men will be prepared as they call the games.

2 dz(i ¢ H tKSe

after 40+ years in baseball and softball as a player, coac
administrator, and umpire, | still learned something new §
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6 SNB =
idKS NX

the PONY Umpire Clinic. | am sure the returning veterans

did so too. we had some parents and coaches there too, and
all are welcome to attend this FREE clinic every year.

McLean County PONY Baseball was well represented i
2011 Pantagraph Baseball Atar game held at Horenber

ger Field on June 12, 2011.

Brad Thede (2nd Base) and Lucas Miles (3rd base) werg
lected to umpire the game while Matt Burns, Drew Potte
Andy Novak, Trent Winland, Donnie Kirk, and Nick Paul

played.

Lucas Miles and Brad Thede prior to the
Pantagraph Baseball AltStar Game on June 12.

PM. This will be for all interested persons age 13 a | 0

above by Opening Day.

Thede and Miles umpire over 150 games on the Pony and Colt fields while Burns, Potter, Novak, and Winland umpire on the
Bronco and Pony fieldKirk, Paul, and Potter are current players in the Colt/Palomino Divi€iongratulations to all theqr-
ticipants and good luck with your baseball future.

CORPORATE GRANTS

Thank you to the volunteers who sub-
mit Corporate Grant forms to benefit
McLean County PONY Baseball. Em-
ployees of MerritLynch, Verizon, and
State Farm who volunteer 40+ hours
are eligible to submit a Corporate
Grant form. The funds provided by
these grants are used for capital im-
provements for the PONY fields at the
Shira Complex to continue to have
some of the finest baseball fields in
central lllinois.

Grant Forms for 2011 can be submitted
electronically througiMarch 31, 2012.

ONCE YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED FOR

40 HOURS, YOU ARE ELICGIBLE TO

Bill Graden
Umpire in Chief

SUBMIT A GRANT. AT THIS POINT IN THERE WASSAGNIFICANOROP
THE SEASON, COACHES, SCOREKEEPOFF IN GRANTS LAST YEAR, we
ERS, FIELDWORKERS, OR OTHER TEANeed your continued support! If
REPRESENTATIVE, | AM SURE YOU you have questions, please contact
HAVE BEEN OUT THERE FOR MORE me. The forms are now electronic
THAN 40 HOURS! If you are eligible to and only take a few minutes to fill
submit a form, please consider com- out and approve by me. Again, our
pleting one soon. If your company is THANKS to all that go the extra
not listed above, please ask your per- mile and submit grant requests for
sonnel area if they offer volunteer PONY!

grants. We apprgc[atp thq support Bill Graden .  » A
65005 NBOSAOSR FNP YPaE'[Er%s%e%t 52 YL} yASa
and the many volunteers who devote

many hours to make PONY a great

place for our children to play baseball.
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