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Holy Cow and headsup! The end of the
summer season is near and we are already
looking ahead to 2011 Summer League
registrations and 2010 Fall League regis-
trations.

2011 Summer Registration: As in the
past, current players or siblings of a cur-
rent player will be guaranteed a spot in the

31, 2010 On August 1, 2010 registration
will be open to the general public for the
2011 summer season. Please look at the
flier in this newsletter for details on the
2011 summer season registrations.

| want to call attention to our new refund
policy. The Financial Support payment
and Concession Stand Commitment pay-
ment are 100% refundable until the player
plays in his first game. However, to help
address handling costs, the Board of Di-
rectors voted on adding a $25 refund proc-
essing fee based on the schedule noted in
the Summer Registration Flier.

2010 Fall League Registration: We
are pleased and excited to announce addi-
tions to our Fall Baseball Leagues. We are
adding a fall kid pitch Pinto division and a
High School Fall league. The Pinto Kid
pitch league will help older Pinto aged
players transition to Mustang and provide
us with more capacity for fall teams. With
Heartland Community College moving to
their new field, we now have more capacity
to handle a Fall High School League on the
Colt field. We are hoping for a six team
league and already have three high school
teams expressing interest. Please review
the fall registration flier for all the details.

Feedback Survey : Also as a headsup,
please look for our feedback survey ques-
tionnaire. We are always looking for op-
portunities to improve. We provide the
survey every other year. Please keep in

2011 summer season if you register by July

mind we are volunteer program. If you
have input for us, also please be willing to
step up and be part of the solution.

Mother Nature has
been tough on
us the past few
78l weeks. A huge
4| thank you needs
| to go out to
| Andy Ommen
and our YMCA
grounds crew
for all their sweat efforts draining fields so
that fields could be made playable. This is
muddy, hot work and these guys have
done a great job helping us get games in
this summer. Not to mention all the extra
mowing the rains created. Great work

guys!

Also we can never thank Brian and Mi-
chelle Thede enough for tireless devotion
to making sure the concession stand and
the overall complex runs well each and
every evening. Not to mention how Brian
manages to hire and keep track of umpires
for approximately 1,200 games each sea-
son. Any chance you get please make it a
point to say thank you to Brian and Mi-
chelle.

Big Thank You:

There are so many who do so much to
make PONY a very special place to play
baseball so to all who contribute, | say
thanks a million tim
forget that if youor
Grants for volunteer efforts at a Non-Profit
Organization like PONY, 100% of grant
monies received go directly for capital im-
provements at the Shira Complex.

Enjoy the rest of the summer season and |
hope | see you at the Shira Complex this
fall as well!

Dave
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PO ny (ages 14 & under)

Well, the 2010 baseball season iShank you to all those coaches great baseball that was played. |
now coming to an end. We startedho made efforts to try to fill in  want to thank parents for their par
the year with some great weatheisome open dates that we had. ticipation in making our league
and very few rainout games but We have just a few more In Houssuccessful. | want to thank the
Mother Nature made up for a nicggames to play and then we start coaches who have put a great deg
spring to give us a number of raireur Tournament. Our first Tour- of time and energy making sure
out games in June. We attemptedament game will be on Friday your player had a great playing
to make up some of those rainoutluly 23 and the Championship experience and of course | want tg
games but with short notice it wagame will be on Friday July 80 thank the players who | thought

hard to do. We did have one intgfBarring any rainout games) played very well this year.
esting makeup game in which weGood luck to all the teams.
had a number of players from dif- Steve Platt

ferent In House teams play againkthas been my pleasure to meet Pony Division President
each other. It was a fun time andparents, coaches and players, and
number of coaches also played. hope that you all enjoyed some

Fall Baseball-Opportunities

Men's Senior Baseball League:

The Twin City Men's Senior Baseball League is now accepting registrations for the 2010 season.
The MSBL at McLean Co PONY is organized, recreational baseball for players age 30 and
older. Games are played on the Colt Field at the Shira Baseball Complex on Saturday after-
noons and evenings from August through October beginning on August 7. More information is
available by calling 309 -662-7669, emailing MCPONYBB@aol.com or visiting mcponybase-
ball.com.

Fall Baseball Registration:

McLean County Pony Baseball will be offering a Fall Baseball League with 4 different age divi-

sions for 2010. Games will be played on Sundays from August 15 through October 10 with no

games on Labor Day weekend. The age divisions will be 18U, 12U, 10U and 9U. Registration

for the Pony Fall Leagues will begin at 10:00 am on Saturday, July 17. More information will be
available by calling 309 -662-7669 or visiting mcponybaseball.com.

2010 Fundraising

Congratulations to Koletin Hippen who won 4 tickets to a St. Louis Cardinals game in the lottery of all play-
ers who sold $200 or more of Great American® products during our fundraising period.

Thank you to following people who helped at the product pick up on April 17 or making phone calls the
week prior to remind people to pick -up their products:

Vikkie Cossio, Darren Brandt, Rebecca Dazey,
Joy Bradford, Paige Beal, Sarah Filosa
Luke Filosa,
Fundraising Coordinator

D
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Edi t or os

Not es

It seems like just a few days ago the schools were
letting out and here it is already July, the last
month for the summer season at the McLean
County PONY Baseball Shira Complex. With six
leagues going full strength, there have been over
800 games played with many more to come. The
Shetland and Pinto teams will continue to play
regular season games through the end of July
while the Mustang, Bronco, Pony, and Colt/
Palomino/YABL teams will be starting their tour-
naments. The Mustang Division plays a set of
pool games with four teams advancing to the
brackets for the Championship. The other divi-
sions play a double elimination tournament to
determine the Champion. | hope everyone has
enjoyed the 2010 season so far and good luck to
all teams as they enter the Tournament Season.

The Miracle League

An additional league that MCPB has been proud
to be affiliated with is The Miracle League. This
program provides an opportunity for children

with mental and/or physical challenges to play
baseball. The Miracle League makes dreams
come true for chil-
dren with special

nered with The
|| Miracle League to
- || provide a facility,

umpires (George Landsly, Nathan Jones, Justin
DeFields, Andy Novak, Michael Burns, Trey
Packard, Grady Shoemaker, Clayton Baracani,
Drew Potter and Tyler Blanks.) In addition, some
MCPB families vol
ers, photographers, and other administrative du-
ties. Timmy Barnes did an excellent job as the
game announcer giving the players the attention
they deserved. Overall, about 25 -30 children
were able to play baseball that otherwise would
not have been able to play. Here is a link to a
photo album from the weeks of games . Addi-
tional games are being scheduled for the Fall. If
interested in participating as a player, buddy, or
any other capacity,
Wright through their  website.

1| needs. MCPB part-

unt eer ed

pl ease

Fall League
As the summer is winding down, the Fall leagues
wi || be starting soon.

gin August 7 and go into October. The Pinto,
Mustang, Bronco, and Colt League will also play
an 8 week season beginning in August. The Pinto
and Colt Fall Leagues will be new this year. The
Pinto league will allow the younger players to
pitch for the first time. The distance will be a lit-
tle closer than the Mustang mound to allow for
better success at throwing strikes. The Colt
league will provide a chance for High School play-
ers to gain more experience. Look for registration
information at the Concession Stand Pavilion.

As you can see, the Shira Complex is a busy place
until almost Halloween. We appreciate the many
volunteers that make this organization as suc-
cessful as it is to provide baseball in Bloomington -
Normal.

PONY Night at the Corn Crib

Please join us on August 1 for PONY Night at the
Corn Crib. The Normal Cornbelters of the Fron-
tier League will be playing the River City Ras-
cals. All players wearing their team jersey will
take part in a pregame parade on the field. In
addition, there will be a concert by Danny Oertli
after the game. Tickets can be purchased at the
concession stand.

{| (Jake Auer Field at
GE Park), field sup-
plies, and volunteer

We will need about 10 volunteers to help set -up
the concert stage after the game. Please contact
Bill Graden at bill.graden.gjd1 @statefarm.com if
you can assist.

Bill

eod

contact oUncl

The
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Bronco ...

Every season starts and ends
before | know it. The mad rush
to organize the division, assem-
ble teams, schedules and coach-

until next season. As Bronco
President the past two seasons,

games scheduled on July
19. Good luck to each team!

|l 6ve enjoyed meeting so many of

you, and have truly appreciated

Information regarding next

ing staffs abruptly ends with the  the coaches who have volun- yeards travel teams
words OPIl ay Bal | téered theirdimeiasd tatemts to the Twins tryouts, will be com-
placed with the rush of diving develop our young stars. municated in the near future.
catches, a batteroés first hit of the
season, comefrom-behindwins, | 6 ve remi nded pl laywehavw any tomrmentsy gues-
dejecting losses, the wonder- or | ose, itds a tioesarconcemgthatmaglelpi epnc e
ment of | ocat i ngevanyngamepgndtise regular seak ethe 2011 season be even more
zone, and smilessom 9t awyedirsds dosudcessfuhplease leanmeyhear
faces when t hey 0thirg. machlgameshas been a from you.
forgettable play they will tell practice and developmental op-
their grandchildren about some portunity leading up to the sea- Thanks again to everyone who
day. Everyseasonwe meetthe sonds most exci tpanigpat@gdanrthe Bronooulivi-
newest members of our family, Bronco In House Tourna- sion this year!
watching games with them on ment. Our bracket has been
bitterly cold spring evenings and  posted online, in the Bronco Brian Everett
muggy hot Saturday afternoons Schedules and Results, under 2010 Bronco President
in summer, saying our goodbyes the Links section, with the first
o
Behind the Plate
McLean County PONY Baseball terpretations and judgment OWhite Hatdé on duty

is fortunate to have many people
interested in umpiring
baseball games. By the
end of the season, we will
have had 2 umpires for
almost 1200 games.
These umpires range in
age from 13 to 50+.

The list of available um-
pires seems to grow each
year which is a reflection
on the organization. The
umpires are treated well
by the coaches, players, and
fans. Of course, there are occa-
sional issues regarding rule in-

calls, but usually, they are han-

dled properly and effectively. If
you ever have an issue with an
umpire, please contact the

resolved immediately. The um-
pires want to get the calls cor-
#]| rect as much as the players
and coaches do. And since
41| this is the first time some of
]l these umpires have called a
'l game, they are still learning
the rules and mechanics.
Even experienced umpires
learn things during the sea-
son.

If you are interested in be-
coming an umpire, please
plan on attending the umpire
clinic next spring to work in the
2011 season.
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C0|t/Pa|Om | nO (ages 19 and under)

If you have noticed a number of unique teams
names, such as Volcanoes, Timber Rattlers, Sea
Dogs, Knights, Rockhounds and others taken
from various Minor League ballclubs, then you'll
know the Colt / Palomino season is underway. As
Colt / Palomino division president, | am pleased
to inform you that we have over 185 players play-
ing in our division this summer. 2010 continues
the astounding growth in this division, making it
one of the largest divisions in MCPB. As | have
mentioned before, this growth is based on the the
overall baseball experience and flexibility we pro-
vide these teams, and it wouldn't have happened
without the outstanding effort of the coaches,
league presidents and parents from the younger
age divisions leading up to Colt / Palomino.

At this level, we have players aged 15 up to 19
and play a full season condensed into two months
to accomodate high school baseball rules.

Our season began on May 24th, and we will finish

with our usual in  -house tournament on July 31st.

The in -house tournament brackets have been
completed, will be posted and sent to all head
coaches. | also wish our travel Bulls team the
best as they play in the PONY National Colt 16U
Tournament beginning in Kankakee IL.

We play on the largest diamond at the complex,

the same size as professional and college baseball.

With our in -house and travel teams plus the
Young Men's League playing in the summer, and
high -school and Heartland college teams in the
spring, our field is constantly in use.

As such, it takes a tremendous amount of effort to
keep it maintained, and on behalf of everyone at

Colt / Palomino | would like to thank Brian
Thede, Dave Blume, Jerry Stocks, Brian Auer
and of course Andy Ommen for their countless
hours spent working on the field.

Finally, I would like to thank the Colt / Palomino
volunteer head coaches who have helped make
the season go smoothly and my job much
easier: Kirk Mecum, Brian Auer, Brent Beggs,
Bruce Auer, Tim Crawford, Jared Wheet, Kevin
Reeves / Kevin Rodgers, Bill Mulcahey, Mitch
Lucie / Rick Detloff, Doug Huskey and Phil Carr.

Don't forget early Registration for the 2011 Sum-
mer season starts on July 17th and goes until
July 31st. We expect to have another full league
next year!

Mark Landsly
Colt / Palomino President

Board of Directors and Officers

Dave Blume, President Andy Mosele Jose Martinez
. . . Andy Ommen Kim Brunner
Luke Filosa, Vice President Bl Jones Kirk Holman
Mark Landsly, Secretary Steve Platt Randy McBeath
Larry Horvath, Treasurer Brad Thede Rob Kemp
Kelly Hott, Complex Coord. Brian Auer Roger Burns
Doud Eewkes. Plaver Adent Brian Everett Ron Davis
. 9 Py i g Doug Gillam Steve Bruso
Bill Graden, Past President Jerry Stocks Steve Olson

Jim Casino Brian Thede, Business Manager




